Agoste 25, 1954 


APSRTIRA OE LA SBSIOR 


Se abre la sesién a las 4:25 pe. 2., scnpands el es- 
| 


tredo el Presidente, ‘ion. Clore ". “ecto. 
L PRISIDENTS. Se abre la seriéne | 


\ i * 


BL SSGRETARLO, leyende :(Insetese. Vouse seta Noe 2) x 
LL, PRESIDENTS. Se declara ls presenci« de an caorams 


LEC IURA BY APiOBACION OSL CTA 


Se lee @1 seta correspondiente » ls sesiGn anterior), 
la cual ¢s sprobadae V& 


EL PRiSIDERTS. La Mesa anuncia los siguientes nombra= 


miantos de Comit es: | 
Romento ‘cricole 


“res. Ledesma, 
cna 
A 
Guar Sa, 
Leonardo, 
villerama, 
Grogeda, 
Millar s 
seni tez, 
wartinez (he) P 

Aecohermeso, 
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Sres. Caras, Sres. Sette (¥.), 


| 


Auth og. 
Srese. cart oabee Srese Ortega, 


Delgede 
- ville ruaa, 


Sarrion, 
= 
° 
ro, Niere, 
Enesrnacién oe 
Beltran, ills, 
/@eamar chisco, 
A miki t, 


Gres. Caras Sres. Zuarbi te 
; Canonoy Cea 


Jeven ae 
Séntos, vill Pf, 
Bel tron, dontufle, 


#nricees, Addaru, 
Banites, Zialei tas 


intancr, Salazar Ve 
/ Grafile don tesa, 
hy ee atonte 


Geblorne in terior 


Sres. Nelendres, 
Martinez iM. 
Baendfa, 
Gazman 5. 
Names, 
Lessca, 
Nepomuceno Je 
Salezer Ae 


ars ls 
ones 


| pres. lontiver, 


Ventura ° 


zevatia, 


ALbO, 
vufios, 
Jumaran, 
Aborde, 
Balili ’ 
Aranet. 
Sscsreal, 
Scalambides, 
Abella, 
carina 


ab 
Flores 





AAS 


Pe aanrenks 


a 


‘Grete #ilt a 3 

| — al | Srese cenaiees 
Mer.bat, Salameides, 
caaderno, Guzsan a 


&L PRESIOENTS. Tiene ls pelebra el Caballero por Cebu, 
SPERCH SY DELEG TS MOMCADO OF cEBU 


MRe HONG De EPs President ma Gentlemen of the Cone 
ven tion: Thank you sincerely fer the opportanity of address] 
ing you en a subject tht is closest to my heurt: the Strage- 


_ ghe of the Filipinos in Ameriaa, 
I hope you will judge what I may say here today not in 


terms of liter.ry style bat on merits. That ie sll I ask. 
If you accord mo that oomn—nided stitade, I shall be doubly 
appreciative of this opportanity of talking chop ith you. 

¢ are told that the Governor Generel and the other 
leaders of our government ere seriously coneidering plens 
for the bringing bact o° a large namber of destitute Filipi< 
noe from the Bacific coast. One of the etsted purposer of 
Canote President uezon's trip to the United Stater is te 
look into this problem, personslly to see shat com be done 
Lo repstriate those @n. 

Thet is all very »e@l1l were it not for the fect thet 
many of these men have married ‘merican women. Now, what 


is to pocome of these /ilipinos with Americun wives shen 
they get back? These men, 28 se all knox, sre sithout jobs, 


It is bad enough to heve mon w  thout jobs, bat jobless aen 
Ned @: ameriean wives are some thing else sgcim. ‘And these to- 
nen to become « public charge chen they get here? they will 
ve a public charge if the government does not take the pro~ 
per steps toward rehebiliteting these families, In such 9n 
sven tantiiy, the comming of the comnonve.l th government will 
got such a black-eye thet no smount of speech-moking and 
other empty gestures of friendship can cover up in the esti- 
i @ation of the merican people. It will be interpreted ag @ 
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be interpreted as a sien of our weakness as a people and 
our ineapacity to waintain a decent independent exis tenees 

MQ, ay S¥iendse The commesl th, which it is our 
duly here to safeyuar, canmot afford to be a0 handiceppede 
ee aust not start on this great adventure with a «iestone 
around OUP Neckse Something oust be done at once to solve 
this perplexing problem that has been thrust upon Ube 

AS @ member of this constitutional convention and as a 
Pilipine who has devot < uweny years tothe preservation of 
our g00d nase in Americas, may I just sake 2 sugrestion? 
im orcer to sppreciate the workability of oy sugweotion, it 
is meceseary to turn beck our attention to some ten years 
ajo when there was no orgonization locking after the welfore 
of #ilipinos in ‘mericne “bese were dark days for use ‘e had 
reollowec the reinbow to hc@rie. hoping that we should find 


the well known pot of gold theree “hat fools we were! 


@ mot only did not find the gold, tut the large majority o 

of us were hopelessly ,etiin, inte Gebt, gomblin, and voice 
flourished. the Filipinos were getting a reputetion for being 
an undesirable element in the communities where they had estae 
blished theuselvede 

I was caught in that suming sass of discouraged, 

lawbreaking sen, and came near being swept away with otherse 
ith a few trusted friends, 1 orgunized what is known toroughe 
out te United States today as the Filipino Pederation of 
Ameriese from a handful of men our seabership grew se rapide 


ly that today we have about a sillion sember) here dndz in 


Aner Lease 
The Federaticn was crgonized wth one aim-the preser=- 


vation of the good nase of the Filipinos in AmerLeae It was 
necessary to eliminate hose vices tat for years bad been 
throt&ling our countrymen in the otates. The Pederation 
promulgeted a ban on g amblinge PoAleroom operators went efter 
us because their business suffered, but we held our ground 
for and gesbling remained tabeo in our rankse “e built homes 
for the members, helped them secure jol 
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the streets discouravzed. hey were a a tracly lote they looked 
toward a future that stretched hopelessly ahead - toward 

nothings “oday, their heads are erecte The are slad of the 
name Filipinose 

Cur methods have been the tarzet of mech undeserved 
criticisue “ur critics are men who do not know and cannot 
know the facts, because they are afraid to fase those are 
factee ‘e have not chosen to answer their attockse “e are 
satisfied that of the large nunber of destitute Filipincs 
in America who are creating such a problem for the 
Philippine Government, not one belong to the Federation. 
The reason for that is that the Federation takes care of 
its members in a mamer that this government should have 
done> but has failed to doe 

Now, in Mindamads we have what is known as the 
woncade Colony, “e have about 3,000 families there. ve have 
built, homes for them and provided them with all the con- 
veniences of civilized lifee “ore important e ill, we hare 
provided them with those t ings that they have been accustomed 
to in the Statese That is necessary in order to make them 
contented. And when men are contented they generally do what 
you expect of theme “hat is more, you get rosultse 

In the rederation, we have engineers, experts in faruing 
men skilled in planning and leying out commmitiese These 
men preceded the establishnent of the “oncado ‘olehye They 
nade a thorough survey of the place, and when everything 
was ready, the men were brought here from Americne Only a 


sufficient number came, Just as many as can roperly be token 
care ofe Our Tederation aakes it a point to have a home and 

lot ready, and work todo, before bringing back a single mem 
ber from the Statese As a result, there is no unemployuent + 


in cur Colonye 
It seems to me that what we have accomplished in Amerdea 


and here in the islands could well be dupAicated by the go- 









vernment in the case of these filipino familfes who are 
to 8 brought back from Auericas Certain it is that if they 
ave Guaped in Manila and allowed to move about at will, 
they will become a menace to the community. I am happy over 
the effaret now being pub forth to > rinz these man backs At 
atime like the resent, we need all the brain power end 


















orawma power that we can suster in layin: broad and sure the 
foundation for an independent existences But it would be 
sheer folly for an independent governaent to attempt to bring 
these o6h Sack without first soaking adequate plans for propere 
ly divectixy, their energlese 1 have studied this question 
from every passible angle and i honestly believe that, they 
should be to Mindanae and given work there. The goverment 
should set up a revolving fui of say P1000,000, to be repaid | 
by the colonist cut of their labore The details could be worked | 
out by a cossmittee composed of men fautiliar with handling 
landlaborsgend laborers, men skilled in pleniig and laying 
out couminitlese But make sure of one thing; make your coloe- 
nista feel thet they are not w sting their efforts. ‘ake it 
possible for them to own their own homes and iend efter a 









viven timee 

It will be necessary tosgragate those with Anerican 
wivese This is importante They should be grouped to gether in 
acertain designated section of the colony in order to afford 
them an opportunity to live as nearly as possible in confore 
nity with what they have been used to in the Statese ‘his is 
necessary in order to preserve harmony within the colony it- 
selfe 

and another thing: the colony should be manayed by & 
wan well known for his kindly, paternal attitude toward 
people in husble circuastancese He mst have a thorough 
knowledge of the mental veactions of the Filipino who has 
spent several years in Americas In short, he must be a aan 
whe sympathizes with the problem of the r eturned Pilipinese 
My time does not, permit me to go intoetailse I have 
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sorely mentioned and outlined te you what I have proven by 
experienee tobe an effectibe way of handling this difficult 
pronieme i have shown you a plan in skeletonized form hoping 
that you will give it a place in your thoughtse i have given 
you Sacts = net politiceé argusents. 

im closing, i wish to thank you again for your kind 
indul ences. uestion ay judguent, if you wilig my Skill 
in presenting uy facts, but I beg of you, do not question ay 
sinceritye these Filipinos are as auch entitled to our 
consideration as those whe heave remained in the Islands. 
if properly directed, they will prove their nettle in Mine 
Ganae, insure our rights tw Gaat rich territory that, une 
fortunately is rapidly passing inte foreign hands. I ask 
you te give this problem a place in your patrietie endeavors 
toward the attainment of our comson objectives; the happiness 
and security of the Philippines of the futuree 


EL, PRESIDENTE. Tiene la palabra el Caballero por Nueva 


“ei jae 
MAN IPESTACIONES DEL SRe B\LTAO. 

She BALTAQ. Mre President and Gentieben of the Conven- 
etion: 

“e are now on the eve of our emancipation, the realizae 
tien of an ideal for which our fathers and forefetheres with 
a few venerable members of this body heve suffered but sost 
of thom were not able tosee the dawn of that freedom. The 
pelitieal question of our country with the rulline nation ap 
parently has now been definitely eettlede Upon us the Fille 
pinoa alone and not upon other people depends principally 
the advent of that independent life, and upon the shoulders 
of t is Constitutional Convention decends alm t exclusively 
whether or not thet freedom can undergo the est of tings 
whether or not that liberty willbe a solid guaranty of a 
perpetual union, democracy, prosperity and ha,piness of our 
people and our posteritye Colateral to our political ~ uestion 
is our cultural probles referring to our national and official 
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Janguagese I shall now deal uyself, on this important natio= 
nal question. ‘ust we or must we not have a common National 


Language? Such is of an imperative necessitye This is the pro- 
picious tine for a clear and di nified solution on this proe 
blem@e As the tise foes by, it might be much more camplicatede 
vn this same alter of our union and freedou, lives in the full 
vitality of manhood ware offered willingly and gladly. on this 
eam: altar of union and liberty no blood, no such -reat suf} 
fering is needed. It calles only ‘ar tolerance, brotherhood, 
and selfealmegatione I cannot pretend to be a sage on this 
probleme I cannot pretend even dream of being among the first 
advocates of this noble causee The fight for a comson Matioe 
nal language is a fi ght aluost as old as that struggle for 
our Lreeddiiie : 

According to Dre licrmany, a Cerman scientist and profess r: 
"A language is the expression of a nation's soule Without it 
no nation would be able toexpress ts deppest thoughts and 
sentimentee Therefore, if the Filipine must want te continue 
as a national unit developing their own specific qualities 
they shall not abandon their own languagee" 

"All patriotic Filipines who possess the blood that runs 
in the veins of their leaders and ptriots met struggle to 
esteblish their own language if they want to osintain their 
own individuality as a people and as a racee" 

Dre Kitasote, a Japanese professor and an expert on Ja@ 
panese language said: "But from the stand point of the idea 
“Ration” it is enouh to make se shudder to see that the Fie 
lipines are disregarding their national languagee" I do not 
agree, however that we are disregarding our natiousl lan 
cuangee Wey unconsciously, are merely neglecting ite" 

tire Hamaon He Buck, and \merican Educetor, has something 
to says "If the Filipino people have nothing original and 
unique to develop by building on « basis of thelr owns if 
their ultimate developuent is to be a slavish copy of Western 
Civilisation, and if their dialect built up through centuries 
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of use and adaptation are to be relegated to that real of ob 
solete and for,otten tongues, then they should be resigned 
to follow what is by all ods the easiets, the most practical 
and the most profitable course of amalwamation with the United 
Statese" 

But Mrs Justice Buttes ExeSecretary of Public Instruce 
tion rightly saidé “It is u,on the reek of spiritual power 
end net upon . he sani oi mterial wealth that the Philippines 
Nation must build ite house if it is t stand the chocks of 
the stems which are certain te beat upon it on the year of 
to come" 

Dre José figal, the greates ~jlipino hero and the great- 
est. man of the “aiayan race declred in Tagelog language: 

“Ay pavankin ng wika ibang kaisipan ang sariling paye 
papeged no b.hisan ny igam, paisipan ang sariling pagkulpure, 
gariling Katanjinnm, pa,papasellalin ng ibang utak ng ingong 
mga pag@isip Lindi upeng iunaya Kung di upeny maging tunay 
alipain pa ngGe Samantaladng ang isan, bayan ay may sariling w 


wika niya ang kanyiang lalayaM, gaya rin naman ng pa gtatagiay 


ny tao mg pagsesarili samant«lang tinata lay ang Kangyang sa- 
riling pagkukuroe (An wika ay siyeng pagelisip ny, bayane" 

When the question of allowing the use of Tagalog and ot 
other vernaculare in the debates was » rought up on the floor 
of the house, Delegate Briones then a member of the House 
of \epresentatives in a pathetic way expressed hinself, 
“munea come en esta ocasién se siente con tode el dolor del 
alm grevitar sobre esta Cémare la inaenea tagedia de la rasie 
La trevedia es por falta de un lenguaje meional, hecho un 
lengualje sacade de los mismos canteres de Ja regi, hecho de 
nuestra misma sangre, un lenguaje que fuese al aisue tempo 
el de las releciones comunes y con el que nuestros niles son 
arulleades en nuestros hoysrese" 

presidente Queson of the Philippine Senate, speaking on 
the use of vernaculars in public schools said: “sdemas Ge ese 
eata eebre todo el caracter nacional la inetintiva adhesién 
a lo propic que los nifies deben de poseer desde que empieszan 
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a formarse an las aulase" 


“re Presidente and centlemen of the Conventions History 
cannot reveal to us of anu independent netion which has no 
national language of her owne There are two or three inde« 
pedneent countries which have several languages. But gentlee 
men, the languages theve spoken are not borrowed ian waves 
from other peoples They are the sane lancuases spoken by the 
very same imaigrants to those countries, taken with them and 
were not forgotten by theme 

Paragraph S ef Section 2 of the Tydingselcluffie Lew 
provides: “Prévision shall be made for the establishment and 
maintenance of an adequate system of Public Schools, prinae 
rily conducted in he Mnglish languages" I repeat to you, 
Gentlemen, the word, "primarilye" I repaet to you and suggests 
a great deal specially on the question of the language. The 
Congress of the \nited ‘tates is wise enough to hove lft the 
door open to use A learned writer sai on the United States 
Constitution: "The Constitution was a great in what it exprese 
ly said but it was infinitely greater intkkth that which is 
left to interpretation." It is upon this constitutional cone 
vention to note that suggestions 

A nation without language is a man whout a soule ‘he 
has no charactere She is bound to be a subject people at all 
timese One of the greates defects of some of our countrymen i 
is that they belittle everything of that is at home and are 
always ready to proclaim the excellence of Alien belosningse 
This is the tragde effect of neglecting our own motional lane 
uae@e Gentlemen: According to President ‘ocobe, it took a 
Stimson te teach us the beauty of the rigodon, a ‘teele te 
discover the word ‘abuhaye 

Gentlemen: If we mean to comand the respect of other 
people on us; if we ocean to show te them that we deserve to 
become a member of the family of Nations; if we nean to to 
econvinee the world that we have, and that we mean to keep 
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and develop ow own Oriental Culture; if we mean to demonstrate 
to them that whet we have is not a slavich copy of the cccidene 
tal Civilization and culture in spite of secre than three cen 
turies of foreign domination over us; if we sean to show to 
thea shat we are a dignified people, with absolute faith in 
ourselves and in our posterity and that we are not straners 

in our country, then, Centlom, there is no other alternative 
for us to perform but w declare and adapt now once and for 
ever, of of Our vernaculars as the national language of our 
countrye 

/* @@imon national Language w.ll cement strongly tewether 
Pilipine race. -t will wake them understand each other speciae 
ily the saseese it will help toc reat among them a strong pue 
blie opinion, 2 common interest, a common pride and a comson 
aspirationse 

The Centlemen from Batangas, Dre Jose Pe Laurel once 
said: “There is no doubt that a comuon language meaning a com 
mom literature, « comion inspiration and exulted ideas, a 
common heritese of sume am. folklore, embodying ond imprese 
Sing upen each successive generations, national traditions amd 
aspirations, is a powerful nation-molding in influenteée" 

I have the greates respect and admiration for all that the 
imelisn language represents but it cannot be a comson “ational 
languagee ceo ding to a report on education only 37-12 % of 
tie school population entered in public schools could finish 
the Primary course and only 3.1/2% could finish the secomar y 
cousee After this, a vast majority of the students co mot use 
any more the "“nglish lenguage ani then we sear them epeak a 
ridieulous lenmuese, a Giagrace to the language of hakespeare@e 
Enelish is simply impossible to ba common languagee It is very 
different in every way from any of our vernaculars, just as 
the aun is to the moon. It is just making a nation of us with 
occidental culture but with an oriental hearte It is dancing 
jase umier the eweet tunes of our kundimane But teach for 
example the Tagaleg vernacular in any place in the Philippineds 
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«Ma couple of months the people therein can learn how t 
speak that language and w$il retain if forever. It is because 
of the < reat similarity of the different vernaculars in our 
: COUREETs is it because of their same orixin, same charateriga- 
ties, and gam peculiaritiess ixperience shows that in spite 
of the impositions in spite of the laws in our country, in 
spite ef the millions of pesos spent annua Lly for our schools 
and in spite of the one thougand and one rules and resulations 
tending to propagate the Snglish lan.uage in the Philippines, 
it has been demonstrated that it can mver be used as the com 
“on Mational language among the asses of our peoplee Neither 
can the Spanish be a comsen domination, the most that the 
masses of our people doule get and only in one or two tous 
of the @hole Philippines Islands is the famous Cabakane lan- 
mages, an unknown thing emong the languagese Dre Saleeby said: 
"Rome r.led vestern Asia for seven centuries or more, but its 
lancuage diaappeared with ite retiring le ionse 

Andthing artificial cannet staye bnyglish and opanish are 
borrowed languages in our countrye They camwt penetrate the 
udnds and soul of cur massese ingBish and -panish are the exe 
pressions of -ccidental culturee Our vernaculers are the exe 
pressions of all that is deepest and earest to use These will 
have to stay in spite of everythinge The jaza misic cannot 
live here for a long time simply because it does not fit inte 
our national chareter and sentimentee It is not the natural 
musie found within our heartse ve have some of the finest 
and best tradte of human charactere Politeness, generosity 
amd hospitality and the simplicity eff faithfulness of *ilie 
pine women more so in the face of the gravest advereii ye All 
these stand in bold relief. These are handed to us generations 
after generationse It is for us two appreciate, keep anc de~ 
velop them for our people and our posteritye ee Gan only do 
this by our own languages Foreign lena es aight destroy com 
pletely this Filipino priceless heritage, the best among the 
best of human patrimony.e (ny of the greatest and most civilised 
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ations will be -roud of theme 

Sut whdeh is the vernacular that we shall declare and 
AGApt a8 the m tional lenguage ef the Philippine Islands? | 
I admire the callant Pampance vernacuhk r pertraying the 
gallantry of the Pampango psoplee I love the noble Visayan 
vernacular depleting the nobility of chegacter of the the 
people that speak ite I love the ciiivalrous Mohamnedan vere 
naculhr prtraying the “partan bravery of the Filipino Mehane 
medaa races Ii love the elegant Ricolano pepnacular, denonse 
trating the elegance of the Bicolano peoples I admire the 
romantic verneculer of the North representing the romanticim 
and devotion of the Pangesinan and Llocane rsee.e | love and 
a@mire each amd every one of the other vernaculare in the Phie 
lippine islands because they are spoken by ay own brothers. 
sat fellow country-men, allow me to recomend to youto use 
as the basis of our mational lanrcuages, the Tagalog language 
because it is spoken in the capital of the Philip ine Islania, 
the center of learning, commerce, social, industry, labor and 
all different human sctivitiess because it is widely under~ 
stood from North to South; because the majority of the local 
literary writings has been written in the Tagaleg Tongue; bee 
cause it is se elastic that you can be in with the nouns, 
with the verbe or with the pronouns and then you can finish 
the sentence gramatically correct and fluently; because accor- 
ding to tre Pedrugues of the National Library, ‘agalony has 
the mysteries and obseurities of the Hebrew, the wealth and 
elewanee of the Latin, the articles and precision of the Greek 
and the ,oed breeding and courtesy of the Spanish; and because 
-eeording to the renown writer Epifanio de los Santos, it re 
ceived the baptism in bed of the Pilipino Nevolution and 
the Official confirmtion of the Philippine hepubliee 

But if in spite of all these we cannot agrre upon this 
vernacular, in the name of our perpetual union and Liberty} 
in the name of our Flag impregnated with the tears of our 
womanheed and the bleed ef our bretherns, I for one, declare 
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gu beg of you to agree to any other native vernseular to be 
a - deelared andadapted as our own national language, to be a 


nations. patrinony ef this country, otherwise called tue 
“earl of the “riente GaSe 


Y 








Gen@lemen: Iii a few aenths this Convention will be 






Giseselvec and w ill heave passed inte historye Some day 









some of us wiht vo there far beyond the reach of hugan 
imagination to follow the footsteps of our deadn prec ious 
comapnionse -one day the rest of us will have te follow. I 
oeseech you, fellow countrymen in this auspicious tise to 
Jind the solution of this national problem and to write with 
indelible ink inthe glorious pages of our histery our om 
national lamcguawe, which will be tse solic guaranty for the 
perpetual preservation of the finest and best within us so 
Lnat whem we are already gone, say one hundred years f rom 
NG, Ou people and our po teri y cam look back upon us with 







BL PRESIDENTS. Tiene la palabra el Caballero por la 
Unione 







SPRECH OF MRe SOBREPARA ON FOUNDATIONS 
FOR PHILIPPINE DEMOCRACY 


MRe SORREPEIA.  Mre Presidente 
EL PRESIDENTE. ‘The gentleman from La \mion has the fidere 
Re SOBREPARA. Ure President and gentlemen of the com . 
vention: We have been indulging in oratory, and that reminds 
me and, perhaps reminds wany of you led, of one great orater 
who fas addressim: a great bedy of people. He said in a mommt 
of wreat emotion: Gentlemen, what we need is religious ree 
form; what we need is social reform; what we need is ecoaonde 
reform; what we need ic educational reform; what we need is 
spiritual #eform ; what +++ “Sefore the orator could finish his 
passionate plen, someone in the audience shot back to the 
speaker in a small but audible voice saying: "What need is 
chloroforme” I covet your indulgences I trust, however, that 
I shall not merit a chdtroforte 
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Every rule presupposes certain axioms Somethings are 
taken for graned as bases for new plange Every superstruee 
ture aust have a supporting base. ve make new rules, project 
ne plans, build new edifices on some foundations, where such 
‘oundations are weak or false, the fond ideas we entertain, 
the conclusive judgments we jake and the glorious hopes we 
cherish shall all correspondiguyly prove te be disLllusione 
GN tue 

hen we establish a republican form of government, the 
powers of which reside inthe people, we deposit faith in 
the inherent capacity of the people to spstain it with the 
strength of their body, mind and spirite A form of govern- 
ment which Graws its ideas, judguents, plans and hopes for 
the peace ana propperity the presence of a bedy p litie that 
is physically stron, wentally alert and morally s ounde 

I believe ti: t faith in the Filipino capacity te esta- 
blish democratic institutions is not misplaced.e Laying mo- 
destly aside, we can say that a people drom which a iisal, 
Mabini, Lopea Jaena and Luna have sppumg need not cower bee 
fore any othere A people like that have their potentialities 
and genuis but little manifested as yete Let aione to detere 
pine their own destiny, such as they are about to enljoy, they 
shall climb up to the htights in the development of human so 
edety and individual life that shall win the respect of the 
wordde 

But our latent pavers as a people and our native gemis 
as a race to support and maintain democratic institutions 
and wake them a blessing to ourselves and to makind must be 
properiy u eveloped aim wisely directede .very opportunity ust 
be provided for the people's inherent good qualities to express 
and asser theuselvese very hinfering and repressing influence 
whieh prevents the free play of their faculties must be cast 
asides Every helpful aid to their full growth should be welcomed 

In order that the first democracy we are called upon 
set up 4n the Far East shall be enduring and shall be made 
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46 the source of untold benefite for our people upon to set 


and posterity, it mst be established on firm foundations. It 
ig our privilege and responsibility to lay out the nature of 
these Bounmlations. Allow me to outline briefly what I believe 
should be borne in mind as we make the plans for the foundae 
tion of our national edifice. 

First of all we must lay the foundation for a physicale 
ly strogg citisenrye The physical waAfare of a people depends 
_dargely upon their economic lifes This phase of the nation's 
Lite hap- cone to take a prominent place in the political ecio= 
nomy of cvery lende Indéed, mat governments seem to wake such 
emphasis of this phase of the nation’s life as to neclect the 
other phases. Dut it is true that the economic welfare of the 
people is of utmost inportancee It is well that in the orgae 
nization of the comaittees of this convention, thcre are any 
committees that are to work out the emanciation of principles 
emd proclamation of plane for redeeming this country and its 
people fromthe bondage of poverty. 

Powerty is certainly one of the worst enemies of lifes 
Poverty kills little children by denying them the proper 
eare and foode Poverty deni-s to the young people proper ree 
ereation and nurture and sends then early in life to tuber=- 
eular sanit riume Poverty grinds #en and women into c ease- 
less toil, bends their backs untinely and close their eyes 
to eternity's sleet befare they need depart from the world 
Ged has given theme Podgnantly, has one written: 

"QO Poverty’, ee ee ‘tas full of 
Tt bowsth Geen the hears of an and Calis ©” 


Tt maketh even the little child with heavy 
sighs complaine” 


It is needful that the resources which lie fallow in our land 
met. be exploited to supply our people with their needse It 

is important that we should, as auch as possible, reserve our 
patrimony for our oneoing amd on-coming childreme It is ess@2e 
tisl that we develep skill and power to bring our the plentiful 
eld that lies just beneath the poor man's cottajese Let us 





the foundetion @e for a wealthier Philippinese 

Sut principles and laws for the exploitation of more 
wealth are not the only things needed te gight ot poverty 
ans suffering among Gur peoplee in many lands there are num 
berless people who are sidtresaly in destitute not because 
Lhere is no sufficient wealth in the nation to provide their 
ngeus but Decause there are many selfish people that would Lie 
in beds of gold “hile their fellownen eat cust or the streetse 
i suspect that such a situation exists in ouw country to a 
Greater or less e:tente Landlords, money iemieré, serchants 
and industrialists, there eres that wany a tine would pile 
up grains mercilessly at the expenses of their tenants and 
Laborerse That a tenant who work with bis wife and children 
‘or a dandiord only to go deeper and deeper ind ebt each year 
is certainly a sign of the existence of semething wron: in 
our economic sySteMe A gan that worke hard daily throughout 
the year should at least be able to provide his necessitées 
ami those of his familys it must be cleer that there that there 
gust be something unjust in a seciety where the poor san who 
works hard is act able to provide Himself with his barcst new 
cessitiege 

There must alse e sawething anomalo.s when elective and 
politically appointed officials live upon a standard of life 


much higher than the average of the people they servee his 
becomes obvious when even in a amail and dependent country 
like oubs the officials get auch larger salaries then in lere 


ser countries where the people are groanin, under the heavy 
load of increasin; and increased governuent taxes. Perhaps 
seme cfficials do not get as auch in ihe govertmment service 

as they aight outside of ite ‘ut whether tiey do or not, the 

| question is a matter oL the adjustment of the support of the 
officials of goverment euployees and the ability of the people 
to maintain ite where the average of the people iive on the 
bulleeart standard, the officials shouid be gatisfied with the 
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autorcalesa standard and not demand the limousines standards 
im stampin: out general poverty and suffering among 
the people with a view to laying the foundation of Philippine 

Gemocracy on a physically stron: citizenry, these anomalous 
situation should be berne in mind. Principles of fair distrie 
bution of wealth and of profits and the eaphasis on honorific 
services amon; our officials aust be set forth in our conse 
titutione 

Another decidedly important element tha. mst underlie 
the democracy we ore toe stablish in popula enlichtennente 
iducated citizemy is basic in all democratic institutionse For 
this reason every republican goverment makes provisions for 
an adecuate system of popular education. The TydingselicDuffie 
Law in making mandatory provisions obliging us to provide for 
an edequate system of public instruction. Indeed, it is utter- 
ly unthinkable for any nation to establish democratie ins- 
titutions and not have an ehlightened citizenry to sustain 
theme That would be like erecting massive édifices without 
provicing foundations on which they stand. Of all the foun 
dations wemay build towt up the Philippine Commonwealth, this 
matter of popular education is most importante For the key 
to the realization of the strength of an individual or of any 
people lies largely in the develpmant of their nental powerse 
“4th minds alert and in constant intercourse with other winds, 
they are enabled to find ways and means to undergird physical 
stregth and free theaselves rom fancy, fear and false belief 
and ieas which enslave and strangle their soulsge 

To lay that foundation we should not simply comply with 


the provisions of the Tydinge=lMeDuffie Law in letter but 
should earry out their manifest intent and opirite There are 


‘two or three important points emphasized in the Law which I 


believe all farsighted educators and p triots would stress 
whether provided or net in the mandatory provisionse They 


are: adequate, pagularor public, dnsisuetion in in Liah 


That we need an adequate system need not be discussed at 





thedy share inthe governrent. Not only the towns, nor the 
big barrios but the remote places mist, be provided with facie 
lities for instruction. Wo childran of elementary school 
age should be denied admission to a go ernment school. If 
to realize t is, the nusber of subjects toucht must be re- 
duced, it should be donee ly all means all the children of 
school age must be rezched by the beneficient influence of 
instruction. Necessarily must we have an adequate systen f 
schools, but a sy&tem of public schoolee "eG should watdh wit 
Jealous eyes the competition with ourpublic sehsole, eapeciale 
ly the elementary schools, by private, primarily the sectarian 
schoclse iwery sect or church ins its own peculiar tennetse ® 
exalie Such tennets are often narrow ami devisive. Unless we 
first ground our peeple in the things which are comone to us 
all, in the faithfulness to the authorities of our land and in 
the loyalty to our comaon country, we shall be planting the 
seed of division in our ranks, the fear and obédience to authee 
rities over those of our governsent and loyalty to an oryandspe 
tion other than that of our owne This may not now be clearly 
discerned, but the danger will inevitally wesent itself to our 
regret unless we sce t it that a% least the elenentar, echools 
in eur coutry are beyond the competitdéon of sectarian institu. 
Fot the same reasomy we should hove a sore vigilant over~ 
eight and direction of the private ochoolse I have subuitted a 
cons Utatioued precept to this Convention requiring thats 


/fidipinos shall be allowed to have more 


/ : heir faculty or Board ef Trustees who are 
Faregnare. hare the Mead of such an educational 
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than made a pert of our constitution, but however it my 
be taken ups the need for such an action is as urgent as 
it is obviouse The purpose isto give the Filipinos the 
cetermination of educetional objectives for their people@e 

i trust I shall not be regarded as a narrow nationalist 
for advocating tis constitutional precept. Carefully and 
impartially considered, it will be found that there is no 
narrow nationalism in this proposition at alle Other coun 
tries like ‘lexico and China have embodied in their organie 
and staturoty laws sore drastic provisions than this. It 
would be mos iaprobable for Americay England or Spain te 
have many of their schools headed and manned by Filipinos, 
Chinese or indianse But such is the situation in which we 
find many of our schools, pariculerly the private institue 
tions of higher learninge Such a step as proposed, or some-~ 
thing more radical, which has for its objectives the reascne 
able -ilipinazation of our educational institutiéns aust 
be undertaken if we are to. ecapture the lost radiame of 
Pilipine nationalism and realize true Filipino , emilse We 
should by now have sufficient national talent to head and 
o@am all our educational institutions, and in cur own unham 
pered way orient the educational aims of ow institutions 
for the building up of our own national lifee If we advocate 
the nationalisation of the econonic facto s at work in our 
country, there should be ,reater reason for the nationalizae 
tion of the educational facterse The latter has very wuoh 
greater influence upon the course of our democraey than the 
formere we shall not limit the influence of other people's 
ideas in our intellectual iife but such ideas oust first 
pass through the erticible of filipino thought before they 
are offered as food to our devouring and unsuspecting peoples 

And now I come to the next point stressed in the aanda- 
tory provision of our Independence Law regarding our syo~ 
yea of public educations It is with reygarvis to the instruce 
tion in the schools being conducted primrdily in mglishe 
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ale i amaware of the fact that the question of offieial lan 
guage is something in which there is perhaps creat difference 
among the members of this convention. I amy however, one of 








but algo made definitely and immediately the official lan- 
guage of the nation. There is nothing however in a pre- 
position like thot to affect the dialect which shall be 
freely used in the home and village and to prevent the 
evolving of a comson national language aut of theme Dut a 
people such as we aréy divided by seas, mountains and many 
diverse dialects, should at once be united by a comune Ime 
guase; and in my view of the situation there is nothing that 
can better solve the problem than imglish, at least for many 
years tO Otic 
nitiacmes ‘To establish | nglish ae the offieial language 
will at once eliminate the confusion we now find ourselves, 
even manifested in this convention, anti thus lay a broad basis 
for our unity as a people and for our larger intercourse 
vd th other peoples. To waver on this after so anny repeated 
veelarations in the statutes of this country that inglish 
shall be the official language and after go such ‘Noney and 
eneriiy have been and will be spent towards making \anylish 
our official languoge is to bring about confusion and @is- 
A Lexpect to give ay views on this point gure : 
Jat lemith when the matter of official language io taken up. 
“qn the floor of tide convention for discussione Dut I whieh 
ko submit it now that Mnglish canbe made the language of 
Philippine democracy just as it is the language of Imlish =f © 
nd American democreciese There is no patented language in . 
tke world todays English is not at all patented by Britain, : 
Canada, australia, United States and the various other coune 
tries that use ite ind if we adopt this language as our 
offieial language in as much as all indications show that 
it is adaptable to us we shall be the gainere 
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he has in his soule An individnal or nation my express the 


‘Gemend the leadersh4p of men who are just, honest, and 
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i do not shere the idea that. language is the soul of 

a matdone If Rigal over said that, he said it only figue 

rativelye A man possesaes a soul apart from his speeche A 

nation has some Liinmy more substantial thaa ite lan, uag@e 

Language is only a symbol, a meana oy which ome may express 

the yearnings and hopes of his beings A emiles, a gesture 

or an attitude may be sufficient at tines iv express what 


























serrows and Joys, the fears and hopes of its seul in any 
danguayes Nationalist Indiad expresses them in Snglish; and 
SatJonalist Mexie®, in Spanishe And I submit, that when for 
only thirty years we have euch a comnuand am. widespread knowe 
Ledce of Fnelish as we inve which has never been ettained 
Ger opanish in 300 years, it. becomes clear that it &s part , 
of wisdom for us to adept for our official Language@e I am | : 








conticent that we shall in a fow more years be able to exe 
press the reverberations of our individual o. oaatioml 
soul freely, naturally, effectively and beautifully in 
Lnls JumjuAgee 

The third element, J wish to point out ani dweli on 
urtecly before . conclude, ae a Souwxiation fa Philippine 
Demeeracy is sound moral phi&esephy ani stable saral cone 
ducte lo type oc govervment other thand emeracy demands 





a more widespread aceeptuxce of etlical principles and con 
sistent p actice of integritye it is said tat no people 


can vise ia worudity end epiritunlity higher then theip ‘ 
sorek and g ir&tuel leaders (n 4 democracy where the choice 
of its lenders ig not lea ceed upon as is often the case in 
religion, the camvarse is true - mo leaders of a republie ‘ 





can be higher 4n their ethical prineiples and life then that 





of the people whe elevete thet. Demecrstic institutions 







dependablee “he absence of such type of men Lo guide the 
o£fnire of democratic institutions is @ bring about chads, 
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disappointment and ruin. What we need to guide the destiny 
of democratic nation, especially our country at a time 
whem our very iast resources snail be put te the severest 
test, are 
ne ae SoeEen minted avsnte ‘Ranrttg true faith, 
Men whom the spoils of office cannet buy; 
dan ham Ue Maat, of office canst Kill 
Men who love honor and cannet lies” 
"@ shall have such men elevated te positions of aubbordty 
and power in our govermment if we h-ve a people who love 
ana appreciate these , reat qualities of the mmen spirite 
For this reason, we should include precepts in out 
Constitution, and better etill, saturate the constitution 
we fommiate with provisions, phrases and words, that give 
it a ring of moral earnestnesGe 
i@. should provide for a strong departuent of civil 
service that shall maintainthe principle of merit and net 
party affiliation or social standing as the basis of enpoye 
ment, and prombtdonme We should previde for the best possible. 
method of making the judiciary independent, of peliticse ve 
should make it forever impossible for officials of governe 
ment, to heve any pecuniary interest in enterprises with 
whieh they in their capacity as officials have enything 
to dey Ye should provide for the strictest measures of 
preventing er disciplining officials from abusing their 
power ané for an effective procedure of impeaching unmorthy 
“effieials. A411 these will serve to impress upon our people 
Ay the nation's high demands for integrity and will help 
Nias to appreciate the highest ethieal standards and te ree 
| qadwe these standarrs as the shining qualities of the men 
| they elavate to powGte 
These, in my huwable opinion, are the neeced foundations 


‘for Philippine Democracye “e can do mush to lay these founde 
‘es eStins in the constitution we fremee e shall perhaps dife 
fer in details, but I am certain that we are ell one in the 
conviction that for our Philippine democracy to len; endure 


s 


Ai se 
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we sust found it on a citi sengy that is physically strong, 
mentally alert and morally sound. Our objective then in 


formulating the constitution should be not merely to set up 


& new government but to establish a people onthe principles 
of fairness, knowledue and moral integrity, ith a view te 
acdvanein,; the people's streggth of body, mind and spitite 
im building our Philip; pine Democracy let us establish it o 
on the "rightteousness which exalteth a nation,” to the end 
that we shall realize for ourselves a hunan society where 
would be no economic gppresaion, no neglected eciildrem, 

mo unedugated manhood, no cheerless old gae, no sectional 
or racial hatred, so dishonesty aad no false standards ef 
ethical Judgment - a society where the best in human life 
and the grandest in human spirit shall have their fullest 
development and find their freest expressione 





LEVANTAMIENTO DE LA SESIONe 


EL PREMER VICK@PRESIDENTB. Si no hay objecién, se lee 
vanta la sesién hasta mafiana a lias cuatro de la tardee 
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